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. ~ «Under Part 3 of the Land Act of 1898 (the portion governing Closer Settle- 
A: ment) the following purchases were made :— Wando Vale Estate, LO 446 acres ; 
Whitfield Estate, 4246 acres; and Eurack Estate, S10® acres, at.a cost of £208,284. These 
estates were subdivided into 192 farm allotments, all of which are now in occupation, and 
support a population of at least 1008. | 

„ Since the passing of the pre-ent Act, the Lands Purchase Board has purchased Lt country 
estates, and acquired 2462 acres of Crown lands. representing a value of £795,675, and em- 
bracing an area of 167542 acres. Those that have been subdivided were made available in 
05 farm allotments, of which only six are at present available, and the population on these 
‘allotments must exceed considerably 2000 persons. i 

As regards Workmen's Ilomes allotments, up to date the total area purchased for this 
purpose, viz.:—243 acres at a total cost of £12,721 has been subdivided into 290 allotments, 
oul of which only three are at the present time available. 

Three of the estates acquired by the Board, Weribee Park. Lara and Tandarra, costing 
£368,670, and embracing an area of 36,301 acres, it is expected will be made available for 
application about the end of the year. or in the beginning of 1907. 

The principal regulations governing Closer Settlement allotment are summarised in the 
following paragraphs, which deal only with the main points at issue : — 

Po be eligible to hold a lease wiider the Act an applicant must be of the full age of 21 years, and 
the principie iaid down is one man one allotment. ‘Ihe term of the lease may be extended over 31! 


years, and the maximum value of land that can be held by any one individual is £15) for a farm 
allotment, £200 for an agricultural labourer's allotment, and £100 for a workman’s home site. 

“The deposit necessary in all cases is 3 per cent, of the capital value of the allotment applied for 
to which must be added £1 for the preparation of the lease, and 5s. for registration tee. ‘his deposit 
includes the first instalment of purchase money, subsequent repayments are made at the rate of 3 per 
cent. of the value of the allotment every six months. 


“ Unsuccessful applicants are returned the whole of their deposit, less the registration fee 
Generally speaking, preference is given to a landless applicant over one who owns land or occupies land 
with the right to acquire the fee simple of it. 


“Lf existing improvements are charged separately from the land, on payment of the valuation a 
permit is immediately issued. Residence on the allotment is compulsory, but a lessee may be granted 
leave of absence not exceeding four months in any one year. 


“ Each Lessee must pay all rates, taxes, or assessments levied on or payable in respect of his allot- 
ments. During the first six years of the lease he cannot transfer, assign, sublet or mortgage the whole 
or any part of his allotment. Provided all the covenants of the lease have been fully complied with, a 
lessee may obtain the freehold of his allotment at the end of any half year after the first 12 years have 
expired on payment of the balance of purchase money due and the necessary grant fees. 


“ Conditions are made with regard to the destruction of vermin, conservation and planting of trees, 
making and clearing of drains and watercourses. i 


“ Improvements to the value of at least two instalments of the purchase moneÿ must be effected on 
each farm allotment before the end of the first year from the date of lease, and 10) per cent of the pur- 
chase money before the end of the third year. and a further 10 per cent. before the end of the sixth year. 
In the case of agricultural iabourers’ allotments, a substantial dwglling house to the value of at least 
£30 must be erected within one year from the date of lease, and th@gand fenced within two years from 
the said date, and in the case of Workmen's Homes allotments a substeeatial dwelling house, to the value 
of at least £50, must be erected within one year from the date of te lease, and substantial improve- 
ments, to the value of a further £25, before the end of the second year. 

“ Advances, on the £1 for £1 principle, may be granted to assist in building, «te., to the amount of 
£50 to lessee of Agricultural Labourers’ and Workmen's Homes Allotments. Such advances, together 
with d per cent. interest thereon, must be repaid in equal half-yearly instalments, extending over a 
period not exceeding sixteen years.” 

… Applications to the Secretary of Lands Purchase Board, Public Offices, Melbourne, 
Victoria, will be replied 10 by return of post, giving the fullest information available on any: 


matter which comes under the control of the Board. | 


Sate | “FAQUNOT Nord op) OTU MULȚI las sud NAL, "Sata Up JApP[a 311 out 
Ree . à 
-tithop SHUIpOtf LCL ELE SELLE Of |, RAA) LEURS tutti +aphol yeods SJR] SSI, 


“9 SSP() Ut WNO'LZ eq Ut eLott pou suosted 62 PUY 

‘q pure Y SB8sTŢ) 
ut 000'[b 84} se puț ont se ploy oym stiosaad Gib oie exeud  sstl) urtiit M 
GRt'8+ 19970 843 UR] pur, exo piou (4) 86bb 


0OL  <b6za/ta oor  L86 7C 


CG Sanz q Nobb ‘  sezoe ODOT 4040 (d) 
12  Lbp'ttr's ST 880%, ‘* * se40® ODOT 07 TOG (9) 
E al OF(U0S'P ge  ngg'ef :: ‘©:  sazoegusoi 102 (4) 
ei 8 BLI‘8c6't 1S [LUZ depui put serve Ong (F) 
eo ‘Yq ‘perdnooo wary Od “aRUIploH 
ot? 
La i DES LE SH “t HOUSE 


; îrastrae ot 
A, “LRG ge me Stat todo aiff Moy ade SARMA, OOO OOD EG sep 
OJ porto SAUT 9 MN Bitu soti APE (9061) SUL poet dsr dlp HI UC 


Soo soț far cet | ISIS QUE! sv PULS “APRIL 


“bă JOB] top spioni "||, SOSIȚI asteptari ABM AUR HU Jou 
exyty Chto vies “ocybtetbta afb OEI Tes cfiberc oo “tii AME 
d Bă ch Se. Al ina SS Li + Fe rie i à „az 2 Hy t [i i 
yeu HQRNNAHE SUM TT "poss Atat tadgq FARE SHIPS 


Tq ÉpostpOit WFAA OUP DEI ER SfARTERAR SOTISOUIS out otf |, 


ésjeis Siui ui pouls 
-ap saeu sbuipiouy we] Aanjues e jo 
sajsenb 3sey dup Guiinp peu, ons Bh Sy 


— uousatth i 


“(Rx Op ate do PNAC RLS GN NOI SOLIE ASS 


J 


‘NOILONGOULNI 


CLOVE OOW AE ONY A TOMON OWN 


ete 


(n) 


MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY, 


are an impediment to mdustrial progress aise the cost of transit upon pro- 
ducers and the price of commodities to consumers retard development. lut 
the financial resources of municipalities, and nupose in à variety of ways a 


heavy monetare burden upon the general community. 


During the last two years the bounteous seasous and the goad markets 


for crops and stock and dairy produce hace brought about a boom in 


farming lands. The net increase of holdings upon alienated areas has been 
S985. Yet it is remarkable thar these increases are mostly oo the remote 


areas. The sabdivistonal activity on our older territory, of which we hear 
and read so much, is doing nothing more than covering up the blanks 
created be silent, continuous and dnsidvous aggregation that uses no ad- 
vertisemebt nor blare of trumpets to mark its progression, We have during 
the last two years alienated 738,000 additional acres, and this additional 
area of ahenation largely accounts for the temporary increase of holdings. 
Since the purchase of Wando Vale în March, 1900, we have established 
400 holdings upon 150,000 geres atu cost of over one million pounds. 


During the same period we have thrown millions of acres of Crowyzggiands 


Brom the 


; Se ee . . 
sale Gf publie assets. Last year (1905) we derived from this source 
£920,386 —the largest amount from land sales since 1857, The amount 


of settlement when compared with the immense volume of Crown lands 


placed upon the marker has been jusignificant and inadequare, 


When Mr. Prendergast, at the Hight Hours demonstration in 1908. 
made is reference to the decline of farm  draldings am tits State, the 
“ Age” ridiculed his statement as “wholly macearare, and, like the © Argus,” 
asserted that there was an tucrease and nota decrease. Facts were nothing ; 


to discredit the Labor Leader was evercthing. Bat eighteen months later 
the forgetful “Age” came out (Nov. 17, 1906: with this sturement = 


“ Each year there are fewer farmers left in the older settled districts of Victoria. 
In the Wimmera district, for instance, the area of original selections was 320 acres, and 
a settler occupied nearly every block. At present the average farm in the Wimmera 
is probably over 1000 acres and the area of each individual holding is be- 
coming larger, because in the majority of instances the transter of the land from 
seller to buyer means that the latter is increasing the area he already holds.’ 


No comment is necessary, bat the confession is opportune. 


In conclusion. ‘This is not à case where an individual sets out to 
write a, book, Por that he would gather his imaterial, area bis facts, 
marshal his arguments. aud move in an arderly and sequett manner to 
a designed conclusion. Bat in this it was otherwise. There was fest 


au article in defence of n friend : not that he needed defence, but as à 
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MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. 


Settlement as a Business, 


W. S. KEAST, MEMBER For DANDENONG 


tecognises that luund sold in Small Lots for Agricultural purposes 


poscesses a higher value than when disposed of im large areas for 
merely Pastoral oecupation. Upon the basis of this fact he vigorously 
conducts his commercial operations. Large estates pass beneath his 
hammer, and whenever permissible he casts aside the old “Sell m One 
Lot” svstem for a cutting up policy, thus increasing the number 
of competitive buyers and realising for his clients a higher 
price than would be otherwise be possible. 

In was W. S. KEAST who in the Jatter end of 1902 ent up 


the Stanhope Estate at Rushworth, cut np the Springs und phe 


Rockbank states belonging to the Clarkes, and 1904 «ub-divided a | 


large portion of Werribee for G. TT. Chirnside at prices varying from 
£6 to L28 per acre, working out at an average of £2 Tis. 6d. 
per acre. 

Six weeks later he conducted a large sub-divisional sale of 
Werribee land for Mr Perey Chirnside realising an average of LEZ on 
prices rangiig from €5 to 438 per acre, no less than site per 
cent. of the area selling for over L200 per acre. Seores of other 
properties have passed through is hands all having realised for 
their owners higher prices than could have been obtained if sald 
as undivided pastoral properties. Many of the trust estates sub- 
divided for Agricultural purposes realised under the hammer more 
than twice the amount for which they were valued for purposes of 
probate. 

Veo KEAST S work is uot confined to Victoria. He operates 
in all States. His last and largest undertaking being the snb-division 
of Backingbong, near Narraudara, in the Riverina. În this State 
he has now in hand some 950,000 acres recently enb-divided, and 
within a few weeks to be placed under the hammer. 

Surverors are out on several other properties im varions parts 
of the State, including one within twenty-five miles of Melbourne, 
co that intending bavers have a wide choice af situation. ‘Those who 
desire information on land matters cannot do better than call at 
610 Collins Street. Thes will hear of the very latest and the very 
best. 


W. & KEAST & CO, 


Cortes See Lea Spence Streeth. Cre. 
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MONOPOLY 42 DEMOCRACY 


FRANK ANSTEY 
CHAPTER I 


MAP 1.—COUNTIES OF HAMPDEN, RIPON, and GRENVILLE. 


Tue Territory shown on Map No. |, in the Appendix, is within 
the Counties of Hampden, Ripon and (Grenville. The 
Statistics in relation to those Counties are as under :— 


est: a 


Agricultural, 


sa : pu, Acres | 
Year. Population. | Dairying & Pas- : ' Acres Held. 
toral Occupiers. : Cultivated. 
— i | nn. 
1871 82,100 3,617 123,609 | 2,180,000 
1994 71,160 | 2,317 122,121 2,287,000 


| | 
Dna aa a 


In these Counties there is more land held and less cultivated 
—there are fifteen hundred fewer families in occupation, and 
eleven thousand less people—than 33 years back. Even the 
smaller area cultivated is operated for the most part by tenant 
farmers who have no ownership in the land they work. 


The above given population includes that of Ballarat and 
Ararat. ‘I'he population of shires only is 36,215 against 45,800 
in 1871. The population on the areas covered by these large 
estates is insignificart. 


At Skipton there is a farmer (John Gardiner) with 2000 
acres. He has so improved his land that for six months in the 
year that portion carries 18 sheep to the acre, and his wheat 
crops average between 24 to 80 bushels per acre. He is 
therefore taxed twice as much per acre as the owners of the 
large estates round about him. 
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4 MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. 


CHAPTER II. 


MAP 2.—COUNTIES OF BOURKE AND GRANT. 


Tae ‘Territory shown on Map No. 2, includes the two Counties of 
Bourke and Grant. Their area is 2,267,200 acres, and the population 


Statistics are as under ~— 
COUNTY OF BOURKE. 


Popunation. 
Area in 1871 881 1891 1901 
Melb. and Suburbs Acres f 
(cities, towns and | 

boroughs. sagen a aa 81,408 196,035 207,515 164,985 466,142 
Nine Small Shires— 
Preston, Heidleberg, 
Boroondara, Nuna- 
wading, Doncaster, 
Mulgrave.Templestowe 
Moorabin and Dande- 
Bong ............... 155,520 16,559 7,273 31,07 34,722 
Other Shires in County şi 4 d 
Bourke ............ 884,512 24,206 22,793 20,970 20,070 

1,101,440 | 236,778 | 307,582 | 517,000 422.034 


2 


GOUNTY OF GRANT. 


Area in 1871 i 1881 i 1891 1901 
Geelong, Queenscliff and | Acres ! 
Ballarat East ...... arte 11,797 39 107 36,669 43.544 44 979 
Shires in County Grant .. | 1,153,963 34.121 | 29,484 27,255 : 26,055 


Isle | 


1 1,185,760 13,828 66,153 69599 | 71,054 


The Increase of Population was in the Cities, ‘owns, Boroughs, and those 
Shires mainly or wholly within the Metropolitan area. But over nine-tenths 
of the area covered by these Counties, population for thirty years has steadily 
diminished. In 1871 there were 130,000 acres under cultivation, but from 
that on, for nearly a quarter of a century, cultivation declined. In recent 
years there has heen in severa] shires, a revival (mainly in Wyndham Shire), 
and the area under cultivation has been raised (1964) to 224,323, but the 
cultivation is on fewer holdings. In the majority of Shires within these 
Counties, not only are the habitations, the farms, and the people fewer, but 
the area under cultivation is actually less than in 1871, 
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Vacant Holdings ; 

It is denied that the unoccu pied holdings were 
counted but they must have been. If all the houses 
be counted it is useless to deny that the empty 
ones are not included. If all the alienated 
territory is counted, it is futile to assert that 
vacant holdings are not included—there îs 
nothing left. The alienated land holdings not 
occupied in 1881, covered 1} million acres ; 
those holdings may have been carrying sheep 
or cattle, but they were not occupied in the 
human sense. In 1903 such unoccupied hold. 
ings covered an area of 24 million acres. In 
1904 every holding was counted in as if it were 
throbbing with human life and activity ; and the 
man who rented a grazing paddock for his horse 
was reckoned as the * holder " of a pastoral pro- 
perty and counted as a * pastoralist.’ Evea 
then the “Holdings” were fewer than a quarter of 
a century back. 

The Statistics as to private lands are ay under : 


——————————————————— EE 
1881. 1903. 1904. 

Cities, T'wns | 

and Bor'ghs i 

and  allot- 

ments of less 

than 1 acre , HXI,UUU) 500,000 30,000 

Area of Hold 

ings in oceu- 

pation ..... 18,141,124/20,577,167 24,025,389 

Area of Hold- 

ings not occu 

pied ....... 1,110,238 2,693,352, 866 

Total alien. 

ated or in 

process of | 

alienation .. 119,751,362 23,770,519-424,526,255 
The above statistics furnish the proof that 

the vacant * holdings ” throughout the State 

were counted in as occupied, but we will not 

hammer this point of non-occupancy ; we will 

even admit, if need be, that every vacant house 

has got a tenant. that every silent “ Holding ” 

has got a homestead, and an occupier. Yer, 

taking the statistics as given, this fact remains E 

Upon 31,000,000 acres in Victoria în the year 

1904 there were fewer agricultural and Pastoral 

Holdings than there were upon 18,000,000 acres 

in the year 1881. 


*The area in * process of alienation” in 184] 
was 7} million acres, as against 3} million acres 
in 1904. 

{To this was added 7 million acres of rown 
lands and the Holders counted. 


on 


More Labourers, Less Yeomanry 

Put these facts another way. 

In 1881, for every million acres of occu pied 
territory there were 2,757 Hoidings— 
total, 49,637. 

in 1903, when the statistics were collected an 
a somewhat similar basis to 1881, there 
were for every million acres in ovcupa. 
tion, 2,134 Holdings—total, 43,747. 

In 1904, by the inclusion of 7 million acres of 
Crown leases aad by counting unoccupied 
holdings in alienated territory, the total 
” Holdings ” were forced up to 49,002. 
(635 below 1881). Yet this process while 
it raised the totals reduced the ratio of 
* Holdings” to 1,600 for each million 
acres in occupation—i,100 occu piers less 
per million acres than in 1881. 

Turn to the census returns of occupations 
amongst those engaged in the Agricultural, 
Pastoral and Dairying Industries idealing with 
men only). 


Agriculturalists, Dairy Far- 
mers, Market Gardeners, | 


and other growers who ei- | 1881 1891 1901 
ther employed labor or 
worked for themselves .. 38,652 | 41,287 38.713 
Graziers ca Ke > 2,582 4,277 | 4,664 
Relatives assiuting .. -» | 18,856 | 19.726 | 22,058 
Wage Workers as -. | 17,105 | 21,646 | 36 458 
Total .. i .. | 77,196 | 86,936 | 101,890 


The above indicates that the number of pas- 
toral properties is increasing and that farmers 
are not increasing. But as the farmers are not 
increasing, and the total area under cultiation 
is growing, it is evident that we are getting largar 
farms, but not more ~ Hoidings” Further, 
while farmers have stood still, wage labor on the 
farm has doubled, showing that farming is 
coming to be performed more and more by 
casual workers, and in a steadily dimiuishing de- 
gree by a resident yeomanry. Lt will be seen from 
the above that the number of men who em ployed 
labor or worked on the land for themselves, 
were vuly GL more than in 1381, 

xxx 
Farmers and Holdings 

It may be remarked that there is a great 

disparity between the number of farmers 


*The verification of the above figures, is to 
he found on pages 268 and 272 Census Report, 
1881; on pages 409, 424, 431, 439 Census Re. 
port, 1891; on pages 28, 77, 137, Part IX. 
Occupation Census, 1401 and page 371, Year 
Book, 1903. 


„urează SU jo spoow se yes se POGNDIEU ar 
-HJBA TIM PAISAOS SEIIE SNOULIOUS SIEIA M9} V 
ul aig pue axe Aq Zarionsap snqy “puepsddu) 
(19959 || pute epusutued Leng ayy Jo 189107 
UIBJIA OUL ay] Ul seapasurayy Joy sauioy oye 
©} 1RONDIPHS 03 PEU slOjoapas PUR De Ua 
Se INST SNOASIORUU JSBS, DU) JO, JP) pur 
'BHOJOIA Jo yTawap yes asdoad ayy uodn 35243 
[lao ue peu sey ‘yyen daays qsea e se. JOLQSIpP 
UI3S3M AU} JO xpuRyT OUIEAȚOA AUU 91f} JO oua) 
-31 ayy 2843 salau (Ceyoryy 7) quanqaedary 
Saysaiog 21 Jo aaouyo ae “ATTA ON aures 3] uy 
_seangsed 
yemnyeu put ys prep 4940 yooys Suze 
AOT Ayesnue qsotuye peasy 31€ "uetupueqsutţ 
ay} Jo ooueiutenboe ayy jino2 07 pres ay Âeut 
TOUL pue ‘eax ay ynoySnoryy [RJUIET wroyprun 
Ajaey e Avlua ‘pisoques ay} 07 950 Fury 
eI SIOUSID 35099 opi “aZerţi] Japun ease 
18998018 ay] MOUS Yorym so are ‘non edn 
jo  asodand ot 407 aangen Aq  pauñisap 
3sea Apjuesedde axe orp szouysip 3504 L .. 
—: SPIOM 9894} JO asn apel 7317eIŞ TUAUNLID AO!) 


aq (erg o8edi gm] 407 MOog 182 X ayy uy 
“Mae Hut 


-SBATOUL 1946 ue Bt A[OdOUOR pur] 94 syresse 
qt weya Suoim Âgirz anoqu'T eg} eaoad 04 
pue ‘ejue ey} Jo spuv peumo Ayeguatad ony 
uodn efutproy jo eonepusep [enJ9e eq} yxolo 
03 Sateq 190[q0 eyy—oges 4q pesveiout useq 
BAZU savef omg JS] eu} SuInp , SSUIPIOU,, 
ey) sutaur sou} Aq jeu} —sesodand Jo 83108 {|v 
103 put seste jo Ayetrea v zopun ‘[jeus pue 
esre{ ‘SÉUIPIOU Jo sputenoy3 Ut ynq SÉUIPIOU 
6418 mof & Ul got ej eB spui osou} 9tj 
«‘peidu9so,, spue ey} ui pepnjoui ere spre] 
UMOIT JO SBI" uONIU g pue / uéemMJeq JEU 
et Qui e[oga eyy, ‘ina eg} yo 4aed e {quo 
ST SI [, ‘UIZBIS 10} store es Ur ga] 816 
spui umoxp) 1004 ety esnvoeq Ajodouom Ajdunr 
jou Op spiooez ose} Juuq pezaesse 21 4] 
‘MVIS ou JO Bei [8907 eu Jo ques 4104 
GL 40 ‘sexe GOn'96L'£z Burproy suoszad c£96 
SLIOWIA Ul SABY OA ‘10030807 SUOÏI088 Se] 
Om eseqy durpnd “je os ‘sezoe 0000IC'6 
Sumpţog suosaod 0918 ose ae eo], 
‘80108 106'98p'p1 
Burţțe)o sezoe 000'01 jo eStaeae ue Sutpjoy 
suosied /9p] 918 exe] pue 200370 eo} 4¥ 
"Se10€ 229'GLG SI [307 OY} 
86198 OC jo oSuisas ue Suipou suossed zpe'gt 


818 8164} 6[80S PUS eu} jo pue suo 4¥ 


“pue 8413 yo “gue0 zed ZI Âquo 

pou sjwednoso pue] sno jo “yue0 sed cg 
£ pus, eu} jo ‘quad sad 

ct ploy syavdaaee purl ano yo ques sed ze 
{ pue eu} Jo ‘ques xed 

St piog stuednsoo pue ano jo qua aad ¢ 
—: dapUn SE ECJINSEL 644 put ‘(88588 UMOID pUE 
pat pagenerye) BIHOJOLA ul SSAIPIOY penpia 
“Ipul eq) JO FAZIS put sequinu ey] Jo ensuao 

B Yoo. NS eu) (coptr) Afamavar ont) 
S}sodey 1272:50 

ee & & 

AOL} wou Apaaniedivos uodn uaaa ‘ssurpjoy 
Ade yo quamidoposap ap sayersuomap uke 
enyy, “see uoruu ged OCT 0} ue] peu 
suorsodoad ony FOG) Aq co sBurppogy .. DUFZ Jo 
Ade un UODRĂNDVO Ut sae GOTT ro 104 
[SRI UL SPA DIM SAG 2834} UL paoRaqiuo 
SILOPIIGJ YL UP PIS seare HU) Us avRadoUT ayy 
en pouonodenft Anu ou ur sen fuaas aq uen ve 
_ sBurpjoyxy .. Jo aseaaour apa ang | (uso sed și 
OLE L AQ ia SBUIPIOH „JO ASQUEUU SU} UL o8sRadoul 
UE SHA AIT, ‘quae sad vez) uonednawso ut 
SIE OOYRRE'R JO ASIN Ve SEM 3134} SAH}UNO 

204% ayy À pataroo Lio oy. nod 


THEREOTL ELE BEOTR CU peer, 
[29'0E0'7 pmunoj) JON 10000 SPUPT UMOI) 
OGO'OGFL FL RROTR TT spue PAU 
FOCI TSR 

— I 8a1UNOD AAUQE UL perdnox0 Bary 
LEBEL GOR eee. RIO], 
FRET G60 PMS RUE See Bed RA ees OR], 
azz Ler memo ees oquieL 
SROT OLLR ‘trees... emo 
TR Rae T a cs ee ... uO âuruzoi 
GL ee, “soe ea yh PU BM ayy 
CERT OST reno uemoT 
ee zi Fitter eee eee ses DOOIEIEM 
LIR 6Le RER ee stress: Amasay soy 
neg oe sa aces aaa és ss uopdureyy 
LOOT 776 Pete t eters terse ee esos UAB 
gor CRT HER RARE pet 0) UE f 
ite 89 ee oy Suopesurlvos ) 
SRG BEL eee ung tng 
Fe cat Poteet treet ere ees guqureuag 


Font. -TRRT 
“Sejm euenbs Gze‘ey ‘easy 
—: peseas3u; SÉUIPIOU AUS, os 
uy ‘(SenUnes 3509304 yoeag pue 
‘pugjsddig ‘eoyjey Ajujew) sepunag 


d AOFHIOKAQ ONF L'IOdONON A 


Ra e 


sButpiog somo} FHI] pue uonednoso ur sare 
MoU TOME, PEU aa—eiey wary ‘Runs 
“uemor—sotyunu, ) LIBUUT A 3313 34} UT 
‘sBurpjoy Jano] 
ORI pur ‘uogednooo ul saroe aroui EEF ERR 
pey as ‘yayjoy pue ‘uodiy ‘sepung ‘stony, 
AU ra A go SOLOS) Udo AL auqy uy 
‘sBurpjoy jo aoquinu 
ayy OUI FFP EG Jo sepesoop e pue uonednoou 
ui salt FROGS JO eseatour UR stai 3130] 
‘enoyy pue ‘Aaupoy ‘oStpuog ‘auoyspepy ‘13404 
UNI) JO SAQUUO,) JOUR UISNMON oy) UT 
‘sBurpyoy jo Joquinu oy} ur grey 
JO 98P3.99p e pur ‘uorpRd nace UT S9IDE Z90'Fir 
JO a8BatOUL UE Sen 2194} 30QŢe[ pue aisnoyyecy 
‘AOSOPBUY JO SOIJUNO,) ŢeI3U3;) YWON ay} Uy 
OG! PUE [881 
# * + * 
"ao 
“VBAIBAY pue ouopaoap Jo ssaooad aqnop ayy 
Suneaysuot.ap ‘CpL'] Apuo FOR] Ul pur ‘uo 
-edNooo UE SOIR UOTE yoRa 10} ,, SBWIPIUH .. 
ONS JO aBeraae ue Â10}ILI) e10qe ay) ut 
vem SOY} IR8I U[ “paystutuip AyaBrey aay 
« SSUIPIOH ..  payeantno  Amengoe ou pue 
SAHUNOS asoyy UL UOTBAIJNO JOPUN BAIE ay} 
YBnoy IE [RAT 1940 asRasour jpeurs © yqnyxa 03 
apem pue ‘806 Aq dn paduml arm FOG] 40} 
SAUIPIOH.. Jo ruangar ayy (saraadoig [eIoyseg pur 
aBurpjoy poidnavoun ‘seseay UMO1 )) 391% 000008 
1940 JO uorenpout 941 Aq gnq ! ZOE Jo IRRI tony 
Hey e Ajoatjoodsos Eg put CGF am que 
JON PUR sepun(] MO , ESUIPIOH .. jo uangar 
‘SO6T UT “EOC'OT SE MOUS PINUM S9HO}HI9) 
e 94} 1940 | SBWPIOH . JO auipap où} 
'TRRT UL se papnyoxe sesvay UMOF)) ENGI 
im apent Ua peu uostredines asoqge ayy JT 
ce SÉUIPIOTT . 1397 [LOL ban 927 sara non 
AO wp ut satan asou [OS ‘REG F uodu en], 
Tes'OCSO'GT OCOTOSFT 0000000" OI, 


EST'OTCE PAIUNO,;} JON oc SPUPT unor) 
GU TECUI DGOZOC FT 1000" SPUET aJeanuq 
FOI TER. 
mi SATURN) août ul paidnsso BAY 


TOT ER TE TE CC sa... Teo] 


Cty Ley a ee ee ss eyesueuuo 44 


gcc'f FOUT mrssasesessrress ss STAŢIA 
tant BELT a od Sue], 


Lace Lee a ee ee ee a ses qoqrey, 
0091 6281 sama aie nest esse Campo 


sec ore Satie a ses esse wo} 
Tar] LOT. a do "tt AQUPULION 
EEE LOU Sea RP PR ma a Eno 
FEI DD ones prey ery 
yee ge RES tester 1aMOqUnE) 
Rant GET tects cee Data) 
res PS nene certe. que) 
CRE QO tr" suoysper:) 
za ren A Ne 3 aa ARR HO 
ct te ea sepun 
mt | tee yp ce dee Dose “es ojNepa(] 
Ger ROLL Pat OR SRS ee es SISU 
pure gene asanog 
oce't guy cote ice Sunaog 
cool ROR} rr eee ae Suosey 
RNR] FOS eR We BL MON à eid ee oS puag 
ru pe ana + (aso Ruy 


FOGT T88T 
“sajuu sionbs goo'yy ‘eauy 


—: pousiupuip sBuippoy pue- yo „aq 
Wine SY) USI Ui CIMOJOIA 10 Saune 
KO  # 

. SSUIPIOH , Ul asvasour asus:uut 
ue Mos 02 Apuanhasuoa 4yyFno pue ‘Peep ut 
WRI, seo MONT NOIR CI 48002 pn JDD 
SUD popi  Bnipobuol jou—posesut aer 
 SUIPIOH  HORA ur saune» SOUL, "puz 

*paysturturp 
SAWP SSUIPIO FH. OTE UE SBUnO. aso, ‘SI 

“AUDIO OM OJUI BOISE, Apiary 

par SATA CN ond jo OUR LUE LEE ayy aye} MON 
“AIOJULD} [EUONEU 34} 
jo vain dapry Aţosuatutut ue uodn deeif e ose 
LSBUIPIOH AO ary vea jo oo paqeadar aq 
AU ue) FON “surpap pue uapeudeas yo We] vue 
ayy yeadsoq joy * sBurppopp .. 07 se sumar 
[PINUL E OUI 40 ȘIBUIEI PenjoR OF SE SUANJAT 
SURUA,) OU] SYR) aw JoyIYA JOU SIMJEU 949 
MON fJ] CHIQULIR, SE pAJUNOY yuu 9418 £a an q 
L'SFUIPIOH. Se papsooad 828 A404 L119) JO RI AO) 
snyy, “Burwoyoy are oui euoyednoso ayy 03 
BUIPIOHIR SBafantuat]} prboas Lay} snsua.y) oq VE 
“Huoype satoa eq} asya yyFho 10 spuey uoneys 
SIL) ÉSIQUIU SOU} JO RIOIILIIUOD PROT se 
MUOQUE NYY JUAN 0 Jno OF ‘aadaayaioys ayy 
Sed 6j a0 dogs av syuameapdit 104 Lauow quem 
oa Jo qSuotd ayy 107 Apear you st pury asoyan 
840]9a[as PUBY 4930 34 UN, ‘paquiosap Apeaaye 
DAEU aa Worm streatu aq} fq payeyur usaq ae 
.. SAUIPIOH „813 asnwaaq “st stu, "zona! 
SBUIpPIOH . JO deqtunu eq) pue “ere ess 


AOFHOONTA NF ATOdONOT 7 


ă MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY 


Again in one of the recent publications of the 
Lands Department, an otticer (H. U. Allan) 
reports = — 

“Tt is à fact that the mapsofmanyof the early 
settled parishes, subdivided as they originally 
were into numerous valuable farm sections, 
present the appearance of so many draught- 
board squares, from which the men are mixsing— 
the land of whole parishes having become, in 
many instances, merged in one large estate, the 
property of one person.” 


Such are the statements of responsible officers 
of the Crown, recorded in Government docu- 
ments and publications. But they are passed 
without comment by those who have an interest 
in the maintenance of existing conditions, with 
the hope that the gaze of the general publie will 
never rest upon their pages. When the Labor 
Party turns to discover how those statements are 
in agreement with recorded facts, and gives the 
results of its investigations to the publie for 
consideration, when silence no longer avails, 
the facts are denied, the records impugned, 
and the man who can't see human settlement on 
blank plains and sheep walks is said to be blind. 

It may be asked * Is it nota fact that the area 
under cultivation has increased since 1881, from 
1,997 943 acres to over 4,000,000 7” 

“Tt is.” 

“Ts it not a fact that the number of men 
engaged in the agricultural, dairying and 
pastoral industries, have increased since 1881 
from 77,000 to 102,000 7” 

“Tt is.” 

“Well then, if the area under cultivation is 
increasing and the number of men engaged there- 
on is increasing, must it not be (as the Argus 
put it) a matter of ‘ common knowledge’ that 


the number of farm * Holdings’ must also in. 


3 


crease ? 


“Not in the least. These things are not of 
necessity either synonymous or co-existent, and 


under modern conditions are very seldom so." 
# + # + 


The Machine and the Grop 

The counties of Borung, Kara Kara, Gladstone 
and Moira, with their 11,600 square miles of 
territory—their stagnant or declining popula- 
tions their decreasing farm holdings—present 
us with the spectacle of a steadily increasing 
area of production side by side with a steadily 
diminishing number of agricultural properties, 
increase of casual laborers and a disappearing 
yeomanry. Aggregation is marching, farm is 
being joined to farm, and the expropriation of 
the small farmer may and dues proceed side by 
side with an increase of the area utilised for the 
production of agricultural wealth... ar has 
this policy of monopoly operated 
that whereas at the census of 1881, 
77,000 men then engaged upon the seein 
every 100 were farmers ** working on their own 
or employing labor,” at the last census (1901) 
the proportion had fallen to 37 in every 100. The 
actual decrease of holdings in the older settled 
districts, is, as already shown, to be counted by 
thousands, and whatever there is of increase is 
to be found in the new territory opened up for 
settlement. To the extent that the State has 
opened up new territory, and created new farm 
holdings, the actual extent of the buying out 
operations in old districts has been hidden. But 
the State has never (not even under its present 
closer settlement law) done anything more than 
pour water into a tank from which the water 
is rapidly running at the other end. Every sub- 
division of an estate is announced with a blast 


of trumpets, but aggregation moves silently, and 
with greater rapidity than the subdivisional 
action, 
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Eight Western Shires. 


MAP No. 3 -COUNTIES DUNDAS, NORMANBY, FOLLETT and VILLIERS. 


HE total area shown on Map No. 3 is 4.340.000 acres. In 1871 the area ulienated 
amounted to 1,649,000 acres, the area under cultivation 78,000 acres, and the 
holders 3701. The census of that year gave the holders as 380. of whom 3254 
were occupiers of 350 acres and under. ‘lhe total area of occupied Crown lands 
and private lands are shown on Map. Since 1871 an additional area of 1,034,000 
acres has drifted into private hands, but 10,000 acres have gone out of cultivation, 
the holders have diminished to 3676, and a larger proportion are tenant farmers than 
in the first mentioned year. 


Since 1881 the construction of railways and other public works has increased 
the value of saleable property. but the ratepayers on the rolls are yearly 700 tewer. 
There has been no increase in homes, farms, cultivation or population. The only 
increases have been in sheep and cattle. 1,957,000 acres, mainly heath lands, sull 
remain in the possession of the Crown, but there is no publicly-defined policy tor 
its development. 
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showing what even a little semi-ettlement 
can do tor à railwas. On this line the 
passenuer fares. therefore, monnted up to 
a daily average of Ils per mile. The aver- 
age gver all the lines dealt with, less the 
terminals. was, for each mile, ts 94 per 
das. 

How little a squarter-ridden district con- 
tributes to the goods traffie of our lines 
mar be gauged by a comparison with agri- 
cultural and mining areas. The stations 
upon the lines mentioned gathered up 
117.000 tons of freighr. The 60 miles of 
Nutmurkah line, the 73 miles from Violet 
Town to Kihuore, the £4 miles of mining 
country between Daylestord and Creswick, 
euch yave our lines as much freight us 
the 350 miles in the Western district. 
Even in the dronght-stricken Mallee 
year 1902--the G4 miles between Coramby 
Tanks and Hopetoun gave our railways 
68.000 tons of freight. or three times as 
much per mile as the squatter-owned West. 


The most bountiful seasons that Na- 
ture may confer can never make sheep 
country profitable to Railways. For 
that purpose Men and Products are 


essential. 
* * * * 


Gost of Monopaly. 

As we stand at present, produce. raisers 
throughout the State pay freight charges, not 
only to cover the transport cost of their own 
commodities, but to cover the loss in districts 
that raise no product, and furnish no freight. 
When a 100 miles of sheep walk stands between 
the farmer and his market, it is inevitable that 
the cost of transportation over that vacant 
territory (unless made up out of taxation) must 
be paid by the grower, and every additional 


MONOPOLY AND 


DEMOCRACY. 


agricultural appliance that he purchases pays in 
added freight the cost of land monopoly. More 
farmers mean not only more population and 
less taxation upon each, but they mean more 
produce, more freight for the lines, and lower 
charges. Says the Government Statist (Year: 
book, 1903, page 326, * The Government of 
fifteen millions of people would. add very 
little to the present cost of administration, 
and railway facilities would require but 
little extra expense to meet the wants of the 
larger population. © 

Stickney, in his Railway Problems,” 
save: When once a railroad is built 
trains must rua, and ir makes very little 
difference in the cost of the business 
whether the cars go full or empty.” 


And Wellington. in his 7° Écui 
Theory ot Railway Location,” affiruis” 
The addition of 30 tons weights 
train of five cars will not increase the e 
for coal une cent. a mile, and since all 
the passengers that can be squeezed into 
five cars will not weigh 30 tons. it tol- 
lows that the variation in the haulage cosi 
of a five-car train, carrying 300 cr 400 
passengers, and an empty fivecar train, is 
but one cent. a mile.” 

Under existing conditions the man who holds 
the most land and puts it to the least use, con: 
tributes the least in taxation, and the least to the 
up-keep of the railways. ‘The more the agricul- 
turalist oc the dairy farmer labors, the more he 
produces, the more he contributes to the rail 


ways and the Income Tax. 

High railway freight, necessitated by non- 
paying lines in sheep carrying country, îs a land 
tax, imposed nat upon the value of the land, but 
upon the industry of the occupier, and the 
wealth produced. 


MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. 3 


Wimmera—The Granary of Victoria. 


MAP No. 4—COUNTIES of LOWAN, BORUNG and KARA KARA. 


HE THIRTEEN SHIRES shown on Map No. + are mainly within the 

three Counties of Lowan, Borung, and Kara Kara. Within the county boundaries 
the holdings since 1581 have declined from 6,561 10 §,697. The homesteads since 
i3u. have decreased by 567, and in eleven of the Shires population has suffered a 
decline of 5,299. 


The Wimmera furnishes an illustration of steadily increasing area ot production side 
by side with a diminishing number of homesteads. Since 1881 two million acres have 
gone into private hands, the area under cultivation has increased by 700,000 acres, and 
the homesteads diminished by 1794. arms are becoming larger but tewer. The period 
ot greatest aggregation was between ‘81 and ‘git when the holdings diminished by 427, 
while the area under cultivation increased by 477,000 acres, symbolising the rapid growth 
of large-scale agricultural production. 


Large estates are rapidly moving northwards. | One man admitted to the Railway 
Standing Committee that he held 10,460 acres near Jeparit (Iowan Shire), and the 
banks are holding 40,000 and 50,000 acre blocks, none of which appear on the Land 
Tax Register. Having got the land, the banks move vigorously for railway extension, and 
sell for £2 or £3 per acre land obtained from the State for 5/-, or they farm out the 
lands on the share system. ‘The Railway Committee,” said Mr. Melville, 
M.LC. (see + Hansard.” 26th July, 1905) ** saw plenty of wheat fields, but 
they did not see any houses; the Settlers were not in evidence.” 
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lu MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY 


drones sta cuipice that shall rival the h 


doms of the Chirnsides and the Hussells, and 
stretch in an unbroken chain, through Marong 
and Loddon. to the waters of the Murray. 


These ventlemen hungry for a planet on their 
own. have practically closed down vu East 
Loddon. They own the bulk and are reaching 
for the rest. Whenever an agricultural property 
on their berders is put upon the market they 
pounce upon it. Agriculture cannot advance. 
The only move it can make is to move 
backward—and it does. People cannot find a 
living. They must look elsewhere—and they 
do, Nobody wants to buy their homes. The 
monopolist has no need of them. The only 
thing toda is to pull them down and sell them for 
firewood or cart them away. Soin East Loddon 
to-day. there are fewer homes and the revenues 
of the Shire are 50 per cent., the ratepayers on 
roll, 35 per cent., and the population 80 per cent. 
less than in the year 1891. Monopoly has ad- 
vanced and in proportion as it has advanced the 
prosperity ot the Shire and its population has 
retreated, 

Adjoining East Loddon is the Shire of Echuca 
of which Hugh Mckenzie, the member for the 
district, reported to Parliament (30th June, 
1904) that :—~° Twenty years ago in six parishes, 
inunediately on the west side of Echuca, there 
were 714) selectors—on the 23rd March, 1402, the 
number of selectors in those parishes were only 


N 


4. 


# * Li * 


The Bogies 

Mr. MeRenzie aserihed this decline to want 
ut water, but the same process of depopulation 
has gone on in all parts of the Ntate, even where 
water is abundant, the soil most prolific and 
transit facilities of the very best, In Echuca 
Shire as in East Loddon, population and habita - 
tions have diminished. In the adjoining Shires 
of Deakin and Waranga, a similar process has 
taken place, and if it beattempted to explain 
this hs wantol Water, itis only necessary to 
turn to the Gippsland shires of Rosedale and 
Traralgon, where the populations have dimin- 
ished, by 600, and the habitations are fewer by 
1:20. Nor can the causes be ascribed to Labor 
Party, because monopoly had got its grip prior to 
the advent of Labor Party. Long before it cuie 
into eaistenee the stagnation of agriculture in 
the older settled districts and the decline of 


population therein deel gods their tatii al 
mark. So much so that the then Government 
Statist, Mr. Hayter, drew public attention 
to the subject il'ensus Report. i8Gli, and 
assigned the principle reason to the absorp- 
tion of small by large holdings. and the faci 
that land formerly cultivated has reverted to 
grazing.” 

£a thus fact is te be found the reason for the 
decline of population in the Echuca, Loddon, 
Deakin, Waranya and other Northern Shires— 
not want of rain or railways or Labor Paris 
existence. That the causes are to be discovered 
in the iniquity of Law permitting the drift ot 
monopoly, rather than in the vicissitudes ot 
nature, may be proven by the faci tnat while 
during ten years 11841 to 1901) the population» 
of the Wimmera and of the counties of Glad- 
stone, Gunbower and Rodney actually declined, 
the more arid, distant, and drought-stricken 
Mallee increased its population by nearly 10,000. 

The abolition of the sheep walk does not mean 
a decline in the production or exportation of 
wool or mutton. New Zealand has more land 
under the plough to-day than ever in he 
career, yet she carries more live stock. H 


exportation of agricultural products bas gog 
up by leaps and bounds, so also has h 
exportation of beef and mutton. Land under 
the plough nor only provides mure labor upon 
the land, stimulates manufactures. augmenta the 
population and enlarges the home market, but 
enables more fuud tu be produced, not only for 
human beings but for live stock of every des- 
cription, l'hus wherever extensive and up-to date 
methods are applied ta tne augmentation of the 
agricultural resources of the soil, there arises 
therefrom not only additional agricultural wealth 
but the means whereby more sheep and cattle 
cao be carried upon the surface than was 
ever possible under primitive conditions—con. 
ditions exhibited in our midst by the sheepwalk, 
nothing in advance of Abram and his flocks. 


The Cheviot Estate in NZ. under Closer 
Settlement carries just twice the number of 
sheep it supported when held as a mere run, 
and the same applies to Waudo Vale. a Closer 
Settlement property in Victoria. ‘Ihe large 
sheep run as a method of sheep production is 
übsolete and as non-economic as a wooden 
plough. 
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Counties of Talbot & Bendigo. 


MAP No. 5. -17 SHIRES. 


HE MAP, when first drawn, only included Shires in which mining was being 
carried on, but the Shire ot [oddon and the south riding of Echuca Shire 
were subsequently added in order to complete County Bendigo, and show the 
northward extension of the Atkinson properties. It is common when dealing with 
mining territory to ascribe the decline of population to the decadence of the indusir\ 
But the mining centres (towns shown on map in small black squares) while they have 
fluctuated in population with the varying fortunes of the mining industry, have not, 
taken as a whole, suffered any decline as compared with 1371, yet the Shires 
have lost in population nearly 25.050. Between 1871 and 1881 the population Gi 
the shires in County Talboi declined by 12,000, the farm holdings diminished by 
1,035 and 50,060 acres went out of cultivation. 


The agricultural decadence during that period had a serious effect upon 
employment and population. The decline in County Bendigo did not commence 
until 1881, since when the holdings have diminished by 841, and in County 
Talbot, by an additional 6y6. In Marong and Huntly Shires there has been 
in recent years a revival of agriculture, but that cultivation is upon fewer farms. 
That in turn means, as elsewhere, fewer homesteads and a smaller population. 
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AND 


owns that ure under the taxable aren. 


and. therefore. not appearing on the re- 
hiitaseli 


probably even Sir Rupert 


does not know 


gister. 


* * 


Comparisons. 


‘The existing Land Tax, regarded as a 
es Vaïtiites raiser. is useless 2 ON ON ntfs oe 
bringing lands into productive tse it ts 
an absurd'rv: and. in its inetdenee, is au 
iniquity. pressing most heavily upon the 
poorest class of graziers in the State, The 
lai 


ext and richest estates are surrounded 
and Hitersected by State-constiiietest 
lines, Manv of them are in close prox- 


lity to large centres of population. and 
to the ports of shipmenr. Yet the pro- 
perties of Sir Rupert Clarke at sunburs. 
of Chirnsde at Werribee. and or the ma 
jority ai the Western district -quatters. 
are vated 4th class. and pay 34 per acre 
tax. although them earn their 
rates and taxes by letting small portions 
of their runs at 30s and upwards per anu 
num rentals. 

Th the mountain 


h oscinsko. there ai 


Mani OT 


comuta towards 


little properties. such 
he'd by ‘Thomas 
es. Lukins and Masters, Their ex 
are rated 3rd and 2nd class re-pec- 
tively. The estates of Willium Patou. 
at Tallandoon (Bagong), is rated 2nd class. 
The estates of Thomas Sevinonr, of De- 
derang, and of John M'Donald. at Gnn- 
downy. are rated 3rd class. The es. 
tate or Thomas Deane, in the mountain 
country east of Mansfield, is rated Sra. 
AN these uen are far remote rem raie 
Ways or markets, yet they are called upon 
under the existing Land Tax. rendered an 
abortion by its administration, to pay 
twice und three times as much per acre 


is those Waters and 


as the uannnath holders in cluse proxi 
ity to Melbourne and Geelong. 

Take one more illustration. The Bae 
say station. in the Omeo district, is mostly 
rated 3rd class. The property is Far From 
norailway. and the reads are bad, and the 
cost of transit is very heavy, vet Ensav 
pays twice as much per acre as station 
properties near Melbourne. carrying as 
many and. in some cases. more sheep per 


DÉMOUHAUN. 


Hamilton. tol. 


Yet the owner, Mr 


erates this iniquity. and looks with dread 


acre. 


upon the advent of a party that would re 
move it. maina the Tambo Valley roau 
as à national work. amd cheapen his franc 
sir on road and pail by placing the bur- 


deu on lands. în proportion 
been enriched by the expenditure ar is 


aes they have 


isus of public none. 


Eu = = 


Aggregation. 


Taking the Laud Pas Register as at fs. 


it shows thar LE individuals. Pains. 02 


corporations own 2MUULN acres, and that 


34400 acres, so 116 own 


Luz own 


PUL OU acres This as one-fourth thie 


Tail 


alienated crea ot the State, ane 


three-fourths of the area appears up 


the register. But the register does nor 
the total het das 
these eu jantes and corporations. 

ls. There 


oWners to make a sworn declaration 


necessarily she area 


is un comptilision upoir t 


the torul extent of thei properties 

dut The taxation offeer quiet wet die 
iioruarion trou: the Tithe Office. and it 
hie Misses à transfer the tioncpolisr 


the benvht. 


ets 


ard, The monopolist may own imuni 
able properties throughout the State. ef 
one Wider the taxable rex. à 

deh. The evidence given Before the RE 
war Committee. vererred to by Melville. 
MIC. Cfuls 96 19055. and Medgar. MLC 
(Ang. 8. 190%) demoustrates that 
as ure held by individuals and bank. 
appearance of 
pan the register, 


large 


without any such estares 


Ath. Recent resumptions by the Govern- 


ieut have shown thar several 


estate. 
settlement. are 
farses than appears rron the reuister. 


When waited rap Closer 


Thais last arises froin the taet thar whe: 
the mouvpolist bavs up additional proper- 
ties on his vous houndaries the raxa- 
tion officer must 
properties. 


treat them as separate 
He cannot add ta the origina: 
desessinent, and tinless the uewov-uequired 
properties are of themselves within a tax- 
able class and area. the officer can take 
Lu cugnisauce of these additions to the 


ivamiuoth holdings. 
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The reducer oi  clacsheatons as, 
thereiure, not only deprived the State ot 
a roubed million in evene. bit it has 
exchadedd millions of aeres From the regis- 
ter. ‘The ntumber of persous whose names 
appear upon the register în S72. ot whoin 
368 own univ an average of 1200 acre 
blocks 2000 acres. ‘The 
Gioverniment Statist. in his last report shows 


iu 
hetween tiu and 


that 145 persons hold 11457.00û acres of 
alienated and leasehold land The Land 
Tax Hesister shows that fit own at 
least Bz) acres of actually alienated 
terriLULA Taking all the  entanerated 
facts inte consideration, it as well scrthin 
the hu to uffiru that 650 indivi- 


duals, families, or corporations own 
one-half of the alienated tands oi 
Victoria. 


Two Shires. 

The two shires ot Mortlake aod Hip 
den are typical of the Western 
Together make up the 
Hampden. Their total area is 1815 square 
mules, or 1.280.000 acres, of which 20 
families own BOO acres. neurls 


fourths. 


district 


they County ui 


three- 


The total population men. women and 


children — 10.030. of whom 4160 reside 
tuo the three tovwus ot Terang. Camper 
down and Mortlake. Ju these tomis 
there are 832 dwellinus. [n the viemity 


ot these towns, where a tew of the square 


ters have stubelet a portion of their es 


tates tor dairsing purposes, there are T8 
dwellings. 


Over three-fourths of the 


area there ds only ome human habiration 


— house, tent. or humpr for every seven 


square iniles of country. The numbers vi 


eows are 4659. thee 


persons who keep dain 


nithnber of cows 2H 235. Allowine three 


aures ig ow caw. the area so used is IS. 


La these two shires the area tsed 


aëres 
for Truit-growing or lut the rating of root 
and grain crops is oul TT acres. so that 


over an area of near 4 nullion and 
quarter acres onfv OF per cent. ot the land 
is used tur dairying and agricultural pure 
Over the remainder 1.101.328 


aeres- The squatters run their flocks. snd 


poses. 


furnish an iolated existence ror oa few 


hundred persons | sed ouly in the par 


tial manner that at is used around Cam- 


perdown and Peraug. this larger area 
would furnish a livelihood for over 100.000 
additional citizens soil. it 
would inpetus to the building 
trade. to the manufactures of the city, and 
nughient the Stare 


not by additional taxation. bat by the in- 


upon the 


give an 
revenites of the 


creuset number of contributors. 


These two shires value the territory 
Within ther boarders, with all improvement> 
thereon Peru. Camperdown aud Mort- 
included a £5.587, 100. an 


average value, land and ruiprovements, ui 


lake worth 


Ei dds per acre. The revenue from rates 


is CISL. of whieh the bulk is provided 
hy the towass mentioned, and be dare 
jarming tenants IN proximity to 


These rates are not sufficient for 


those 
tows, 
local roads and bridges work. so the shires 
Irgin the State the stim of £2000. 
tamilies have closed in, aud 
use for sheep uraxing in these two shires 
16.337 aeres of Crowu lands (closed road. 


draw 


The squat 


The races whieh thes pay tor local govern 
meut pirpases would not be a decent ren- 
tal upon the State properties, which they 
have been allowed to ocnpy and use for 
years Without à penny payment.” 

The majority of these large estates are 
graded fourth-class for sheep tax purposes 
and are rated at about 3s per acre annual 
salue for local Government purposes. The 
owner of a 50,000 is thus 
called upon ro pay, less exemption, £AG3 
per anu tu the State. and £375 to the 
municipality. or £968 in all. Tf he lu 
out 1000 acres tor dairying or agricul- 
turul purposes, at 30 per acre, he is in 
of €1500 the tenants pas the 
rates and tases upon 
ie ama paliere che valant 
portion, and the State may 
second-class 


acre @stale is 


receipt 
the entire estate. 


of the lei 
place that portion Chard or 

in the Sheep Tax Register; but the Tact 
remains that it ig only necessary te ten 
ant a small portion of the estate in order 
to earn enough to free the entire property 
from all habilita, either to State or mun 
cipality. 


“Under Closed Ruads Act they now pay rent. 
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24 MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY 


North-West Victoria. 


COUNTIES MILLEWA, WEEAH AND KARKAROOC. 
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NORTH-WEST VICTORIA. 


COUNTIES of MILLEWA, WEEAH and KARKAROOC. 


Acres 

Area occupied by aciual owners 28,000 
33 55 private tenants 522,009 
Area alienated 550,009 
Land in process al alienation.. 665,000 
Remaining Grown areas 7,436,000 
“¥otal area we i a 8,651,000 
Total population... es x 8,875 
Farms under 200 acres. ie 430 
Farms between 200 and 1000 acres să 734 
Farms over 1000 acres .. ste AR a 287 
Total farms | ja = he 1,451 
Acres cuitivated 3 DE 422,183 


On the question of Mallee Water Supply the Railway Committee reported us 
follows : — 

“The Committee considers that no Mallee areas should be made available for occu- 
pation by settlers until some definite scheme for a supply of water for domestic and stock 
purposes has been approved. ‘lhe cost of bringing water on to the area should be made 
a charge on the land, which should not be classified until the water has been taken on tuo 
it, as the presence of a supply for domestic and stock purposes enhances the value of the 
land. In recent years the practice has been first to classify the land. putting it into a 
low class because of the absence of water or railways. and shortly afterwards. when a con- 
tract has been made with the settiers that they are to get the treehold of their holdings at the 
reduced classification, steps are taken to provide a supply of water. and also facilities for 
getting the produce of the seulers to market. To continue that policy in the 
future would be unjust to the State. 


But, as will be seen by the Map and the Statistics attached thereto, cultivation, even on 
the newest territory, is carried on in a very insignificant percentage of cases by bonu fide owners. 
the land having already fallen into the hands of financial corporations, renting cut the 
holdings to the actual cultivators of the soil. 
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that. qu face of the world = evidence, and 
often in opposition to their own expe- 
rlenee. men talk  anconseiousiv. as if 
rich son must he ever rich. and poor 
sent eternally poor. 

In the “Agricultural Journal (March, 
TH) it is pointed out how land in the 


\Vicinitu of Koroit twen years ayo be 


cate exhausted and “hungry. producing 
little: how present fertilitw is the product 
of human effort, and how the ruling price 
(C50 te 870 per acre; is not a price 
paid for the original inherent producing 
qualities of the soil, but is a price paid 
for a productive capacity given by man. 


That soil weald again become us “hun 


yew as the poorest virgin soilin the tiller 


8 of its Maintenance, All 
the old countries of the world furnish 


became carele 


thousands of similar fessons. and bug: 
land is producing an average O1 thirty 
bushels per acre from the soil that in the 
early part of last century was only pro- 
ducing an average of mine hashels, while 
in seores oof cases in Victoria farmers 
have doubled and trebled the producing 
quality of the ground. 
%& * * 

Redeeming the Desert 

OF virein Jands once regarded as "bar 
“and uninhabitable, but now the 
centres of industrial activity. almost 
every country furnishes an illustration. 
ot the US, 


ren, 


The Creat Central Desert’ 
the dread of the early overlanders. is a 
case în point. ‘he eultivation of the 
one time drearv ‘sand dunes’ of Hol 
land jis another, ‘The mallee in Vietoria 
was ai one time regarded as an uncon- 
querable Sahara, and TĂU square mites 
in Millewa and Weeah is vet withont a 
settlement. but no one doubts that thev 
in ther turn will be brought within the 
arena of active production, the rate 


Desert in County Lowan, îor manv 


pes piu carele as sterility abseil, as die 


a wheat-producing area. The effect oi 
phosphate fertilisers upon the Millaura 
and Maroona Jands has transformed 
those areas juto hives of agricultural ac- 
tivity. The operations of the Gardiner 
Bros. at buangal have established an 
oasis in a comparative desert. demon- 
stating whar is capable of aecomplish- 
ment upon millions of acres now regard 
ed as only fit to carry something less 
than a sheep to the acre. Operations hv 
a private individual at Bendigo upon 
auriferous country that previouslv 


sulted in the production of crops sulh- 
cient for the maintenance of a dairy cow 
per acre, while the experiments of the 


Agricultural Department on the “hun- 


urs” areus of Hevtesbury, furnish proof 
of their producing power, and of their 
utility for settlement. In short, there is 


no indestructible richness or poorness. 
The richest lands become ‘hungry 
sterile, and stand in the same category 
as the poorest of virgin soil--thev are 
both non-productive. To make them 
productive, similar methods aud eficrts 


and 


are necessary, and henceforth thew pro- 

ducing power is as much the vesalt of 

human labour as a steamboat or piough. 
+ > ; 


Ta speak then of the millions 
of acres în Tambo,  Croajingolony. 
and other eastern counties as 
non-productive, and valueless for 
settlement i absurd and react 
and a shutting of the eves to 


trimmphs of Science, and Skill os 
deficiencies. The fertilisation of the 


the increase of the area of productive- 
ness, the extension of settlement, march 
side bw side with the advance of agricui- 
tural setenee. and the determination oi 


conice to apply it. 
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A Piece of Old Gippsland 


MAP No o. 


PRE Gippsland Shires oi Rosedale, Maftra. Traralgon and Avon are better 
served with rivers than anv other part of the State. They are splendidly 
served with railways. and have the advantage of cheap water carriage. good land 
and a tine raintell. In Maffra Shire some of the estates have been partially ler 
tor dairving and agriculture. This has served to maintain the population, but 
the tenants have not a pennvworth of proprictary interest in the soil they cult. 
vate, In Traralgon and Rosedale Shires the population has fallen off bv bou, and 
the inhabited dwellings by 120. In Avon Shire there are 1000 fewer people. and 
143 fewer homesteads than there were in 1871. 


Foster’s Estate at Boisdale is let out on tribute on the one-halt share sytem. 
Fach block is about too acres, and Mr. Foster erects all necessary buildings and 
silos, and provides cattle, ploughs, milk-cans and other requisites. He takes one- 
half the gross returns. He runs a cheese and butter factory. and alter deducting 
the cost of working deducts one-half the balance. All weaned calves are claimed 
by the landlord, and if the tenant makes money from pigs or other sources, one- 
half must go ta Mr. Foster. The tenant has no chance of ever securing the 
freehold. although the anti-Labour argument 1s that personal ownership îs the 
sole incentive of industry. Mr. Foster has about £1000 ot capital on each block. 


Le 


and gets from £250 to £475 per annum in return. or £2 105. to 44 155. per acre. 


What Mr. Foster is doing the organised people ot Victoria can also do unde: 
terms far more advantageous to the actual producer. 
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las pine or any of the pitch pines ot 


North America ; because we can call 


forth, Gf we Bike, whole forests of them 
un sub-alpine heights never yet au 
listed. 

“The quick-growing cucalyptus, umieny 
which the plue-gum tree of his colony 
and Pasmanin stands preeminent, are 
comparatively few in number, near are 
these fe all of gigantice ize. Thes 


re 


are, moreover, restricted ju their muta: 


ral oceurrenee to hinted tracts of coun- 


cry, from whieh thes nist be estab: 


lished bs the hand of qian in other 


soil for the necessities of other corn 


munities= for the gratitude of other 
populations. The pines of foreign land 
must be bronghe te our shares--fo our 
Alps- with an intention of utilisinu 
every sqitare ile of ground, howevei 
unpromisine în its stetiliti : for, after 
all, chat square mile represents a por 


tic. albert so small, of the land sur 


face of the globe. The orwasy spruce 
iwhich vives us so much of our deals 
and tar, Insinuates Tis massive roots 
through the fissures of disintegrating 
rocks, or, failing to penetrate che stony 
structure. sends its trailing roots over 
the surface and down the sides of the 
barest rocks, until they hate found a 


veolal soil. however scanty, on the edge 


a precipice, Nature ever active and 
laborious. ever wise and beneficent: = 
» dive, thus ta 


allows the tree thu 
convert the solid boulders finally ita 
soil, and all the time adds unceasinets 


to the treasures of the dominions af 


a 


aan. 
The by-products and subsidiary jndus- 


tries of forestry are numere and 


arie. There as the collection of seeds 


and flower: for export, the produetion 


of potash, volatile oils, charcoal, and 
tar, acetic acid, and wood spirits for 
lighting, heating, and driving purposes. 


ALD the work can eo sich he side with 


uw 
= 


orest thinning opprations Potash 1 


largely in demand for nitre, for glass 


* 


woduetion, and for the manufacture of 


AFIOUS Soaps and lees. Bor potash 


AND DEMOCHAUN. 


peoduction, chips, bark, branches, leaves 
the waste of forestry care thrown inte 
a put and burute the ashes placed în 
tubs cold water potred thereon, and 
liquid potash results. After evaporation 
the dev cinder potash remains. very 
2AM of wood ash, according to Voa 
Muller, produces 240bs. of potash. Wood 
spirits, far which there world he a ready 


market in Victoria for motor purpose, 


js produced bau process oi dry illa 


ton. “The naethoals uvcessurs for the con 


duet oof these subsidiary ludustries ate 


very site and easily taught. In othe 


„oi Januari 2, ENG, a corres 


A vrei 
pondent. writing upon this subijeut, sam 
"A properly worked forest can give a loi 


tt sanplovinent, lu European out, 
taking an average all round, at is cal 
culated the forests gine FIVE DAYS’ 
WORK PER ANNUM PERO ACHE, and 


touched 


there are thousands of aeres mews 
li a man, and this does not include the 
working up oi the forest produce. Germany, 


a corte of A, 127 sitar 


niches sprl 
CEO NOG on forest daboar per annie, 
and muhes a prolit on its operations 
Victoria has 7.8840 square aniles, and a 


far great umotint of forest than Ger 


many, and does not, so far, spend 


ASO 000, or carn what it spends, but the 


possibilities are there” Ti the forests of 


of forest shoukd furnish only one 
werk ao vear, the P2000 000 oF wood land 
in this Siate would furnish work all 
the sear round for OA men. and our 
Alpine territory. instead of being a dés 

Jation., would be providing a Hving 3 
thousands of families. Organised à 

basis declared bv. Mr. Tratham 
the European AVERAGE, the 


of Vietoria would farnish employ: 
iuni for 200.000 men, Forestry 
ix practically an untouched indus. 


try in Victoria, the bulk of the fores- 
try revenue derived chy the State being 
obtain from an area of not more than 
10.00 acres. The destruction of forestry 
asa precedent to settlement îs the old po. 


Hess anl wherever carried out has meant 


păsa 
oy 


ens 


ot 


Asii AND HEMOCRAEN. Bs 


the cerapleic extermination of 4 valuable 


industry, The development of forestry as 
an industrie. coexistent with auriculture, 
tneans the maintenance of a larger variets 


of occupations, additional resources, and 
a Valuable fall back in periods of agri: 


cultural depression. 
É * + Es 


Me baze où Lands department op 


uen othe assumption that soil 


ratin 
sterility îs oa) fixcure, potential wealth 


a dream, and agrienitural  xeienee a 
chimera,  Present-dag revenue is every 


thing, and the publie estate, regarded as 


Mee 


worthiess. js 


disposed oof as Cintertor 
cattle’ country: prices next ta nothing— 
repayments over 40 Veurs, and an army 
of offiters for the collection. ‘there as 
lité actual settlement, but there is 
alienation, and che inevitable aftermath 
agreati. 

Bat af there were no agyregation, the 
cutting up of Eastern Vietorta in the 
sections permitted under dth class 


lary 
valuation would mean. in its culmina- 
tion, a sparse population, eking out a 
precarious existence on “inferigr cattle” 
country. Tt would mean à destroved 
forestry; a railway svstem entailing an 


lnunense loss upon the State, and a 
woxtly system of road structure, impos: 
ing à ruine burden upon the munici- 


palities, because the low valuation oi 
such country would not be equal to the 
Mmaidlenaner cost of essential roads. This 


ix what we vet, and all we can hope or 


expect dram the present method of deal- 


joe wath the millions of ueres of Crown 


ii 


property În the Eastern division of this 


Stat, 


No ‘‘ Desert” Country 
Pessimists suv that this undisposcd of 
Jand cannot be utilised. The same 


tricts then marked desert’? are now sus 
taining bundreds of thriving farms. We 
have abundant evidence within anid 


without the Stare that soil sterilice pr 


edés as agricultural chemistry advance 
Not only that, but we have a Depari- 


nent of Agriculture that, in every pub 


Headiens des, aud Ju ais overs experi 


ment, declares that the assumption upon 


whieh the Lands Department disposes of 


the publié estate, is fades and erroneous 


The more the soil is eultivated, the 


ater is the quantity of fred raised 


eeu 
aml the uruer the <tock carries 
Whe stoch return fertilisers to th 


soil, and the soil siehds in set greater 
gnieniiare and stock rais- 


abundance, 
ing are not antagonistic their combina 


tion is essential for the urinaph or cea. 


voutical primacy produetion, Epon the 


basis of these tacts, the mast saccesstul 


farming dm Victoria and clsewhere is 
operated. Even in Eastern Gippsland, 
uYown on 


come oof the richest craps are 


lands originally disposed of as inferior 


cattle’ counter, 


Socialised Sattiement 


| heroină 
and the jusülieution for new niethods. 
Vi State will utilise its scientific and 
nancial resources so that its territory 
Ie settled, not in the old) promiscuous 
wav, but in a manner conducive to the 
industrial expansion of the districts, th: 
well-being of the setthers, and the sta- 
wility of the State. The land settlement 
polie of Victoria boils down to à ques- 
dou as to whether a nan shall be Jen 
io ostrugele by himself or whether he 
“hall work, well prepared with the ut 
most assistance that the organised com- 
imunity, with accumulated knowledge a> 
financial power, can render him. ‘There 


the hewnote of the situation, 


net, and never has been, any doubt 


"8 


i 
upon which side of the question stood 


the Labour Party of this State. 


Special Legistation Needed 
[astern Victoria should be dealt watt. 
bs special legislation anel mens urethods~, 


and the first aet should be the na: 
tionalisation of Mant of its Main roads. 
This should be so for two reasons. “Phe Bret 
is that these roads. tor ithe most part, ran 
through, or abut on Crown Hands. Ite 
svond is, that as the State gives othe 


districts a raidlwas; these districts are at 
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530 MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY 


at ou Gestinpiten dors loser satiné on 
lands in proximity to lines about to be 


constructed, 
+ + La + 


“he  seeand division = “hat por- 
tion of Eastern Victoria with- 


owt cither rails or decent roads, 


vet abundant in mineral and 
forest wealth. containing about the sate 
area as the malle counties, but a much 
larger population. Upon this Jarve 


division there has been to date. relative 


to other districts, no expenditure of pubs 


lic monev. nor 


there any defined po. 
liev for its developnnent. With the ex- 
veption of a few patches. it is. practr 
eally speaking, one vast publie estate, 


and should he dealt with tiyv— 
a a & + 


The Pragramme 

Ist.~State main road structure ane 
maintenance. 

Ond.—Inspection and selection two ihe 
Agricultural Department of lands along. 
or in proxinuty ta, such roads <uitable 
for settlement, the land= not suitable for 
settlement to be held for tree production. 

Ard,-—Such settlements to be secured 
against the alienating clauses of the exist. 
ing Land Acts, and sctthanent to proceed 
bv applying the principles of the Closer 
Settlement Act.  Monev made anail- 
able for the purchase of private cstates 
to be also available for improvement of 
publie states. 

dth—fmprovements made bv the State 
or advances by the State on buildings. 
or other objects, or for inprovements, 
or other security. to be added to eapital 
cost. The safeguards imposed by the 


Closer Settlement Act against aggreva- 


tion to be rigidiv enforced. 
Sth.—Establishment by the Agriculiu- 
ral Department on each such settlement 
of a Departmental farm. <o that the 
perts may demonstrate that thes can nor 


only teach, and da what they teach, but 
that they can do what thes teach ou 
coummertially profitable lines. This would 
extend practical agricultural education 
to the masi remote areas. 


Boho Regulation of  workabl 


perpen] 


areas, SO as to seeure permanent pro- 
duetiveness, 

Go—-Preservation for future use of 
forest areas at present ontside work- 
able area on such lines as will give room 
for expansion of the best species, and 
elimination of the useless. 

Sth.-Survevs, reports. and proposi. 
viens by the Geological Departament on 
the astern mining fields. Direct ax 
tion by the State to prove the 
value of the most promising ore Dacie. 


Jodes, and alluvial leads. 
+ 


+ 2 


Unified Contral 

Finally, if the Crown landes of astern 
Victoria are to be dealt with by special 
legislation, and distinct methods. they 
must be operated vider a common eon: 
trol—o 


the spot—iumtrammeticd die nue 
tropolitan offices, or the red-tapeism and 
counter movements of half a dozen dis- 
tinct departments. The areas of the 
State should he treated as if thee were 
the property of a private corporation. 
Expenditure on roads, settlement. and 
other forms of development should dre its 
debit. Revenues from land. mines. and 
lorests its credit. The annual work, the 
loss or profit on this territors. would 
then he clear to all neo, or in 
stanve, is the natural centre or à larve 
area, VII roads hole eue to at he 
Lauds, Wines, and Forestry officers within 
the area. while attaches of their various 
departments. should be subject to 


local control and a Coton po 
sus, That contro] and common 
polier would give tunity instead 
of contliet i auction and economy 
in udininisirarion. ft is not enough A 
have an excellent polies. A sound ue- 


thed for the application o& t policy 


is as essential as che polic Self, li ner 


18 


this wav, the problem is 
leaving it unanswered, A 


“hd for those 
whe disagree, the question is still in 


ts better than none at all. 


front of then, How, and dw what 


means shall we ilevelop the mineral 


MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. sr 


forestry, and land setibemment  re- 
sourees of the Australian Alps and their 
contiguous areas, in Such nianner as iu 
bar monopoly. ensure settlement, pros 
per the municipal governments, and une 
ment the wealth and revenues of the 


State ? 


+ + ” ~ 


Three Western Gounties of Normanby 


A simifar question arises concermag the 
laroee areas of Crown lands an the three 
western counties of Normanby, Follatt, 
and Hhundas. The acreage in each ts 
635.000. 524.000, and 421,000, a total ot 
1.043.000 acres. These lands, for the 
most part, are remote from railways, 
and. as fast as alienated, are absorbed 
into the large adjoining private estates 
lf not fitted for farming purposes, the 
land of We State should not be alien- 
nied. léitds, these areas should he dealt 
with on closer settlement lines, farm 
and farm honses made, or advances made 


upon improvements, roads or ras con 
structed to such settlements. so that pro- 
nee can not he only grown. hut can 
a get awav to a market. 


For many vears a vast stretch oi 
country in the centres of Normanby and 
Follett, reaching from Narrawong 10 
the South Australian border, and from 
Casterton to the sea, was considered ab- 
solutely worthless. Much of it is still 
Crown dands, interseetede with pri 


vate-uwried territory, Since the 
Pest Heclussification Bill, the Crown has 


heen disposing of its property at 4s. 
Ü vears” purchase, anl 


por acre On & 
private-owned Jands in proximitv to 
rails and ports,have been sold at 10s. per 
acre. But we now know that tbe land 
is cupable of bearing crops, rivala the 
production of the most expensive land in 
the State. and it is a curious cominen- 
tarv upon the value of the army of agri- 
cultural experts maintained bs the 
people, that the utilitv of the so-called 
“Shunery lands’ of Victoria has been 
demonstrated, not by the experts of the 
department, but by poor men pushed our 
hy monopoly to struggle tor existences 


upon nes and allegedd: valueless terre 
tory. [It was so in the Little Desert—in 
the Mallee—in the North-Mast, and the 
poorer lands of Eastern Gippsland, and 
dovens of other instances will readily oc- 
cur to the minds of men conversant with 
the Jand history of the State. Upon the 
“Heath eountry,” close to Portland, con: 
sidered of so little Value that the free 
hold, with improvements, was purchased 
at dus. per acre, d to 10 tons of potatoes 


per acre are now being raised.  bquatly 
wood results have heen obtained from 
heath lands ut widely different points. 
‘The soil is sandv, Jike the sands of the 
sea shore. At five to six feet trom the 
surface, the sand begins to harden, so 
that. as în the sandstone of a tlter, the 
to the 


moisture is retained, and, coming 
surface in dry seasons, keeps it always 
moist, so that, unlike the mallee, i 


never affected with drought. On the 


other hand, the wettest seasons on the 
lowest lying lands, furnish no imped 
ment to agriculture, because the simplest 
form of drainage provides ample protec: 
ion against fHooding. Such is the tes- 
timony of men who have  successinily 
operated these lands. 
* a „e 


A Farestry Policy 

On the territory from Heywood to 
Drik Drik, then along the hanks of the 
Glenedy to Nelson, there are stretches of 
State forest, hut from there northward it 
is a plain, a+ treeless almost as the 
Sahara: yet, as can be seen by isolated 
instances, it is a land capable of pro: 
ducing an immensity of agricultural and 
horticultural wealth. Any organised sys- 
tem for the development of the — terri- 
worse would have to inelnde tree planting 
along its main roads as an essential. 
Thus the forestry poliey would have 


to he entirely different to what it isin 


the mountain districts of Eastern Vi 
toria. There berg uo wealth of mine: 
rals, neither the Geological nor fines 
Department would fie called in requisi 
tien. The t'rown land= heing intersected 
and separated bé large blocks of alien 
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40 MONOPOLY AND 


Eastern 

he country cast of the Snowy eim- 
braces DATS acres. The land alien. 
ated is 55,000 acres, the area in process 
af alienation $2,000 acres. Of the lane 
alienated, or in process, 3,000 acres are 
in the vieinics of Orbost: 15,000 acre- on 
the Genoa, and 12.000 aeres ju the vie 


mits of Pendoc: 4,000 acres on the Cann 
river, and a similar amount in the 
M'Culloch county, near  Murrungowar. 
Over 2000000 ucres are still the  abso- 
lute property of the Crown, the bulk of 
it earning nothing, and the balance vers 


little. The total population st of the 


Snowy, juchuding the town of Orbost. is 


2147. The males over eighteen sears of 
age number Tilia being unmarried, 
312 married. The total dwellings. inctud- 
ing tents, are 44%. Of these, 187, or 40 
per cent. of the whole, contain only 350 
rooms, an average of under two roouis 
to a dwelling~an indication of the in- 
tense life struggle of their inhatitants. 
In these {87 dwellings reside nearly one. 
fourth of the populatio: 

Upon this county the Government pro 
poses to expend £14.000 for the iniprove- 


ment oof roads: twenty  aniles fetwoen 


Club Terrace and the Vhurra river—20 
miles ap the Cann Vallev towards Coop- 
racumnba, St miles up the Bena, along 
the two forks oi the Combienbar 
and Brrinundra® în Gobon parish. and live 
ailes from Marrungewar northwards. 


= # + 


Three lines of railway have been  <ur- 
veved through this territory. from (r- 
bost-- 

Ist—Northward, Via Sardine Creek and 

Bonang. 

2nd—Fastward Murrungowar way, thence 

north to Bendoc. 

Hd Further vast, past Club Terrace to 

the Cann, and thence northward, up 
the valley, 


“Proposed road along Benin River, 
omitted by the artist. 


DEAPOCRACY. 


ippsland. 


hither one af these projects would cost 


in round digures about à million oi 
“LONE. tetween Bairnsdale and the 
Snowy the railway would pass 
through the Beuthen and Bugnberrah 


tidings of Taibo Shire, and the South 


and West Rulings of rost Share, che 
inmifies Ga this territoey west oof the 
Snowy being (6; the tea. haidtarcone: 
including tents, AIT che inales over 
eighteen Vears of age, OW: and the tota) 
population SUIT. Adding these to th 
recorded inhabitants and houses east oi 
the Snows, the cost of the railway 
would fe qual to a subsidy of £1200 
to every family, or LOO tor every tont 


habitation on this territory. 


and othe 


» % æ 


li the Lakes  Entranez as to be the 
port of our Fastern district, as Gee- 
long is to the West. then all roads and 
rails should lead to inot away from 
it, ft would take less te divert the 
Snowy into the Lakes than it would 
to provide a permanent entrance to the 
Snows. Tt would take less to provide 
good roads joe every portion of this 
territors than it would to provide a 


railway for à small portion of it. Roads 
uit de whether rail are exist os 
li the State lete 


to the Urbost Shire its central, south, 


and western ridings, and to the Tambo 
Shim ats Bruthen and Pumberrah rid- 
inge. taking over the bulk of their bur 
densome territory, and from the Uno 
Shire all its country cast of the Tambo, 
the State would have, unatiectedd by 
municipal considérations, 4700 square 
miles of territory, with ess than Sit 
habitations. scattered over its surface. 
Such a territory might be turned into a 
source of immense profit for the owning 
and controlling State, Jn the hands of a 
private syndicate, its vast mineral and 
forestry: resources woukl mean à for- 


time. 
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or STATE TERRITORY in 
EASTERN GIPPSLAND 


= mms | 


SUO EMO 


# 


724) 
oe OUNIUYS 


TE Ta 


> 
a 


pi 4000 


XN 


HEYTGROO “e 


CONYTSddID NUILSVA 
N'AUOLINHAL ZIVIS 20 / 
INSW4OTIAZA GASOdOUd | 


7 


‘VIVSNOY 


Li 


[i 


MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY Li 


EASTERN GIPPSLAND.—( oui. 


in dus qecture in the Melbourne Town 


today is to opel up tiers tarilery ut 


Hall comite 26, His, où the resources dear othe ole svsteun of sale and aygrewa- 
ot Eastern tijppedand, Premier Bent, alter Lions. 

ue ; E - SI 
referring Le the commtes cast of the 


Pambe as contain ag neuriv 3,000 square 
wiles of Crown lands, said — 
Soil Gharacteristics 


“Ep ta a few vears ago av ricultural 


settfement in cute taca places mas 


unsueceseful unless the land mas rich, 


luu with the advancement of azricultu- 
ral sclenee that era has passed, as now 
with iinprovedd anoder aquethods and 
with the assistance of artidedal ferti- 
Hisepa vast areas of dand nus be suc- 
cessiully cultivated, whieh it would 
have been dnpossible ta take in hand a 


A 


agro. The sails aot the hills 


few veda 
are generally oa rile clay similar to 
that co be found at balydade, Kiuu- 
late, aad Whittlesea, Ba mwans of cul. 
civation amd the application oi super: 
phosphates, their ferahty would be very 
rapidh: inereased. Around nete. 


Castor 


and Kilmore there are large 
areas at <hnilar granite land as is to 


Yet the Stace under anti Labour 


Mineral Resources 


“Miniuy is golug te du ue to 


rds the developauunt of this long: 


neglected district, cual Al cause nani 
semi township te rise when the 
belts of country rich în ores of gold, 
Silver, capper, dead, tin. dred und man 
Canese commences to he developed. 


cn 1906 an English syndicate ap 


te build à railway from Bairmsdi er 
Mount Hetdick, for che purpos 
working mineral deposits, aneb were pre 
pared to spend ESUU,DU in return fur 
all the land which che fine served, anal 
a mining lease of LAN acres au the one 


of the line. They considered that iri” 
ral wealth existed there sufficient to jus 
vii the construction of the line and 


make the enterprise pay.’ 


“= ministrauion has not had sufficient eater- 


be found here, valued at from £à to 


| i prise too make even a décent roud. What 


Qt per acre. The chocolate soils of 
ihe higher parte or the ranges are 
similar ia those of Monbulk and torni 
brook. ta addition to those soils which 


| have Gnentioned, there are ginny areas 


a private syvmdicate de pe pared ve cle, 


1 


really commercial (iovernmient would de 


fans Stei. 
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op fertile voleante sails alouu the course Timber Wealth 


af he Snows, Buehan and other 
rivers. extending from hifleresc to val. 
Jes. ens gabe producing fattening 
erases, and there are those won dertully 
of the 


rich alluvial sails along the flat 
network of the great rivers and their 
jumumerahhe uibutarie= which are abs 


lati the best in the world 


a 


Vai du State under unti-bahour ad 


ministration has Jeft this country for 50 


venrs witheatt a road, and dis cas idea 


vive veut an idea ot the value of 
the timber wealth here ring idle, let 
que tell vou that carters and sawsers 
have bean for over OÙ tears working, 
and have onh got 84 miles away from 
Bairnsdale, or a mile a year, leaving 
over tou MILES OF VIRGIN FOREST 
Ul to he work between Balrnsdale 
and the border. Within ten mikes oi 
Bajensdale. box trees ace being sold for 
ouate, and în the Cann River district 
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Pepuord to Sarsticld, would open up territory around them. that free 
this territors to foresiry au didus- fouling counts for ouuch, because the i 
try, settlement as a hase, clearance for COEN is tn ana parts än impene- 
the prospector. and mineral development érable jungle. ft is, therefore, suggested 
| Ae Consequence. fur setuinent would “as aaneans of settlement that the right 
| hase to be with State aid, homestead -hould be given to Vinghark the trees 
| arveteetion, and embargo on agyreeation. and destroy a future jadustey, so that a 
| : Și : Pew more catile can find grues. The 
| trees, it îs said, have no economic value 
| Tamborita because of present inaccessibility, Thi- 
i The general elevation of che cun ix the faust recent and  ainost advanced 
| between the Wonuangarëta and tae Great proposal for the settlement’ of ‘Faim. 
Divide as also qinch lower than that oi horita. The resumption of the Licola 
: tle Dargo Plains. But jt is a mou-aurifer alicmiidenz—a good road up the Macalli-- 
| ous belt. Therefore the incentive 10 ter--the development of forestry ns à 
| sete pon it ds less than upon rougher State ilustev—the selection of suitable 
| and nor inaccessible country chat pro arvas Tor occupation—their organised 
Vides a livelihood for the prospector. The cléarancesand the expansion of graziny 
i only tree aeross the Faunhorita ar and dairving on farms apart from forest 
intra tracks from dannecon and Woods- Jands--that is what is wanted. At leas: 
- | point to Dargo.  Rigealls and other it is time to recognise that grazing can 
puatters have sccnred  daieola, où the not compete with forestry as an  indus- 
head waters of the Macallister. with un- trv, and that to Kill a forest to feel oa 
| limited free feeding ground on the State cow is industrial suicide 
i 
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10,000, instead of 20,000. as at prusent— 
bat the sueeess of othe ne would be 
guaranteed by such settlement, and un 
immense volume of products would be se 
Geelong. 


cured for the development ui 


, 


ur 


Writing te th Argus” 
date October 21, Tue, Me. AL OH, 
Gardiner. of Skipton, said "fl aim con- 
vinced be practical experience cuined 


irom tilling the soil în the vers centre 


AND DEMOCRACY. 


of this province, that the productives 
ai the Western district plains can be în- 
ereased a hundredfald by the combined 
power of plough, pone, and muscle. LE 
it is acquired for closer settlement put 
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Decline af Drink & Crime in Victoria 


UE the persons who passed through our yaols last year 97; per cent. 
were persons of deticient education — the dregs of ignorance. 


improve the material condition and the intellectual outlook of a na- 
tion. Its morality. its sobriety, its honesty will develop spontanecusly. 


DRINK STATISTICS. 


INT | Iss] Psu 1905 
i 

ulation .. Ha es ie TAL 52 StH 346 fl 405 12ts 471 
i j 8 6S 44 
wertes aus “3 ie adie EL eee j Car RE 
wed (gallons) .. î + 133.508 524 12 314 244 1 JUS His d Lit 439 
ess of Imports over Exporis .. 27 UN TOU 83 1 258 340 867 Ti 
14 5200008 add FOF IS. 763 813 15 344 155 

sumed per head of Population 20 galions 15 gabons ~ lui galious | 12; gallons 


« : eee eet 
‘he consumption of drink in Great Britain is 33 gallons per head at population. 
uearly three times the amount of that consumed per head in Victoria. 


DRUNKENNESS AND CRIME. 


Very few of the ~ crimes” are of a serious nature. 


{svi Isa nt} FH 
ests for Drunkenness .. a 47 OBS Iu | 13057 14 373 
other Offences os să 12 Shu 14 23| 7 332 9406 
Totals ee ss 22 Nix) | 25 ti 35 429 DAT 


ARRESTS per 10,000 ot Population. 


isi sai lat 1M 

Drunkenness .. PE es 136 125 15 Wa 
Other Offences ng ee 176 166 Ise 13 
Totals per 10) (Nu: 1 at Fe) 310 194 


during the boom period there was a large intlux ot population. Drunkenness 
reased but oiher offences diminished, the total per 16,000 of population in 18y1 


ng 310. against 24: în 1881: but during that period, drunkenness ard other 
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MONOPOLY AND DEMOCRACY. 


Offences amongst the adult Victorian-born population declined by 30 per cent. 
(Year Book 1893. page 336). It is therefore evident that the increase during that 
period was Wholly produced by the boom period influx of outside people. Accord: 
ing to the Jubilee report presented to Parliament (Nov. 21:06) the population since 
1861 has increased by 680.000, but the persons convicted in the higher courts for 
serious Crimes have decreased from 744 {14 per 10,000; to 382 (a per 10,000), and 
the persons in gaol have declined trom 1862 (34 per 10,000) to 1043 (y per 


10,000). NO county in the world outside Australia can show similar progress in 
the mural condition of its people, 


Nationality, Drunkenness, and Crime. -Year 1905. 


i e 7" 7" SAE 198 


Place of Birth, Population. | Arrested for | Diunks per 
pulation Druokeoness 10 000 
Australia Ns as 958,327 1129 74 
Other Countries iss 260,244 12H 274 
Total Population + [ Viet 1,218 571 | 14373 | 


Aver di]; 
FRI e ar 
II 


we total arrests for all offences, drunkenness included. were 23,754, or 
for every 10,090 of population. The proportion amongst 
1C.060, and amongst natives of other countries re 


194 tor 
Australians was 126 per 
siding in Victoria. 376 per 10,000. 
Aguinst these facts itis argued thal a tar larger proportion of the Australians are 
bois and girls. than amongst those from other countries. thus reducing the per 
céntage of arrests amongst Australians. But, if we assume that ul! males and 
females under 25 years of age in Victoria are Australians, the result would work 


out thus : 
ZI A 


Uo Arrests 
Place of Birth. including |Adult Arrests 
Drunkenness| Per 10.000 
Australia see us 12.216 | 284 
Other Countries .. us 9698 37: 
Arrests over 20 yrs, of age 21 914 = 
Under 20 years of age ., | 1863 45 


Total (Avge\ 


194 
[SSE eet 194 


F univer testimony is found in the statement of the Statist already quoted that 
while during the boom period the number of arresis increased. they actually declined 
amongst Ue native born poputation. Juvenile offences have also largely diminished, 


e ences have also largely diminished 


Arrests for Offences apart from Drunkennass. 
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1905. 1881. 1905, 
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arceny Hee 166... 1,794 Ot i 2 
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